From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 14:27:27 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 11:34:23 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161739.JAA10118@mozart.bcit.bc.ca>
From: "Colin Schmutter" <Colin.Schmutter@theporch.com>
Subject: 600 ohm audio 

I am having trouble locating a 600 ohm to 8 / 4 ohm audio matching 
transformer.

I have heard that a filament transformer can make a good substitute 
but I am not sure what secondary voltage on the transformer would be 
the best match.

Can anyone shed some light on this?

Thanks,

Colin

Colin Schmutter
Networks and Communications
British Columbia Institute Technology
CSCHMUTTER@BCIT.BC.CA

(604) 432-8858

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 16:23:49 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 13:29:22 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161928.NAA11954@uro.theporch.com>
From: "MELUCAS, MARC P." <MELUCAS@wsmc-mis.af.mil>
Subject: RE: 600 Ohm Audio


Colin, and Gang-

	If you have and old telephone, or can get one, and don't mind
sacrificing it, there is a real good quality 8 to 600 ohm transformer
inside which should do the job quite well.

			Marc, KB0JPQ


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 16:48:14 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 13:43:01 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161931.LAA26393@tu212.tus.ssi1.com>
From: Mark Blair <Mark.Blair@tus.ssi1.com>
Subject: Re: 600 ohm audio 


> I am having trouble locating a 600 ohm to 8 / 4 ohm audio matching 
> transformer.

Many military-surplus 600 ohm loudspeakers (such as the LS-166)
contain an 8-ohm speaker and a matching transformer. You can get such
a speaker from Fair Radio Sales, or you might find one at a swap meet.
The transformer in the LS-166 is a 600 to 8 ohm transformer in a
hermetically sealed tubular metal can with mounting ears.

--
Mark J. Blair   KE6MYK
Design Engineer
Silicon Systems, Inc.
mark.blair@tus.ssi1.com    (714) 573-6709

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 17:42:04 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 14:25:08 -0600
Message-Id: <9502162015.AA21325@ausable.crd.Ge.Com>
From: mallick@ausable.crd.ge.com (John Mallick)
Subject: RE: 600 Ohm Audio

Doesn't Radio Shack have one of these beasties?  I seem to recall that
in the discussion of the R390 audio output problems...

73, John WA1HNL

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 17:56:00 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 14:49:36 -0600
Message-Id: <9502162050.AA00446@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: 600 ohm audio 

>To: Colin.Schmutter@theporch.com
>From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
>Subject: Re: 600 ohm audio 
>
>>I am having trouble locating a 600 ohm to 8 / 4 ohm audio matching 
>>transformer.
>>
>>I have heard that a filament transformer can make a good substitute 
>>but I am not sure what secondary voltage on the transformer would be 
>>the best match.
>>
>>Can anyone shed some light on this?
>
>
>The impedances will be in the ratio of the square of the voltages:
>
>
>115v : 6.3 v    600ohms to 1.5 ohms
>
>115v to 12v     600 ohms to 6.5 ohms
>
>So the 12 volt transformer would work pretty well for 4 or 8 ohm speakers.
>
>Radio Shack has 70 volt to speaker voice coil transformers for about $9 US.
Tey are "rated" at 10 watts, ant that's the cheapest way if you have to buy
such a unit.  Just play with the taps till you get the loudest sound out of
your speaker.
>
>

-- 
Roy --

Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri Feb 17 00:02:13 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 19:50:25 -0600
Message-Id: <199502170151.RAA08085@ix3.ix.netcom.com>
From: jlockwd@ix.netcom.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: 600 ohm audio 

You wrote: 

>>
>>Radio Shack has 70 volt to speaker voice coil transformers for about 
$9 US.
>Tey are "rated" at 10 watts, ant that's the cheapest way if you have to 
buy
>such a unit.  Just play with the taps till you get the loudest sound 
out of
>your speaker.

Here's another tip concerning those little 70 volt line audio 
transformers:  They make great replacement audio output transformers for 
receivers.  Hook up the 70 Volt side at either a .5W or 1.0W tap and of 
course your speaker to the 4 ohm or 8 ohm tap on the output.  

73,

Jim - km6nk


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 14:57:12 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 11:57:50 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161757.MAA58023@ee.duke.edu>
From: "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu>
Subject: <didn't bother with a subject>

 - Greetings -
There have been several excellent comments regarding electrolytic
capacitors over the past several days.  My best-monitored speciman
is a motor-starting non-polarized electrolytic rated near 135 uF
and new in 1946.  I doubt that its temperature ever exceeded 120 F.
It failed to start the motor (no load) one day in the late '80's
and was immediately replaced.  At that point, the capacitance as
measured on a meter was less that .001 uF.  Changing electrolytic 
filter capacitors is something like changing oil filters - - -
plan to do it.
					Rhett George - KE4HIH

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 21:07:52 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 18:04:34 -0600
Message-Id: <199502170005.QAA24121@igc3.igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc2.igc.apc.org>
Subject: AN/GRA-71 Information

This was sent in response to Paul Gregory's inquiry but I thought the 
rest of the list might enjoy it.  Sorry for the dupe, Paul.


> 	Wow, Dick.
> 	I thought NOBODY had an AN/GRA-71. Does it work? What's is 
> supposed to do?  Where did you get it, and are they readily available 
> somewhere?
> 	I've had a GRC-109 for several months now.  It works just fine 
> and it lives in a wooden coca cola crate. Sure would like to make it 
> complete, tho.     

I got lucky, I guess.  I picked up the GRC set at Fair Radio a few 
years ago when I was at Dayton.  I don't remember exactly who sold me 
the GRA-71 but it was via an ad in Electric Radio or similar 
publication.

The kit is totally cool and mine is in excelletn shape.  The idea of 
course was to allow you to send out your message in a burst to make 
it more difficult to DF on your position - which would probably 
result in mortar rounds arriving soon after sign off.

All items are in a case about the same size as those for the 
transmitter and receiver.  The case itself is known as a MX-4498 Keyer 
Adapter, Keyer.  There are two cables attached to it, one to the 
jack on the transmitter and the other to the KY-486 keyer (below).

The components in addition to the case are:

2 ea. MA-9 magazine, recording tape
1 ea. MX-4495 coder, tape
1 ea. MX-4496 coder, tape
1 ea. KY-486 keyer
1 ea. Coding disk for MX-4496
1 ea. Funny little brush for unknown purpose

The MX-9 contains 1/4" magnetic tape and may be clipped to either the 
MX-4495 or MX-4496 for recording.

The MX-4495 has three keys, one each for dot, dash and space.  The 
tape in the MX-9 advances with each keystroke.

The MX-4496 has two disks, one on the coder and one not mounted, 
apparently for use in message encoding via a transposition cypher.

Once the message is written, the MX-9 is clipped to the KY-496, the 
cable from the MX-4498 attached to the KY-486 and T-784A transmitter. 
The KY-496 is then wound up, the transmitter put on the air and the 
message burst sent.  Then I guess you touch up your makeup with the 
little brush.

The whole GRC-109 setup is very nice for collectors but I'd sure hate 
to have to hump one of these through the jungle, especially in the 
heavy aluminum cases mine have.

Regards,

Dick


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:54:13 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 09:39:09 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rf7Mr-00001gC@next3.acme.ist.ucf.edu>
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: ARPA Solicitation

At the risk of stepping outside the charter of this group,
I would like to solicit ideas on an ARPA (Advanced Research
Projects Agency) request for proposal that just came across my 

desk.

It is entitled "Design for Environment and Recycling of Military
Electronic Systems"

They want "development of technologies for the remanufacture
of electronic systems through the reuse and/or recycle of
system components".  They intend to throw 3 mil at 3 projects in
this area.  


I figure who knows more about recycling military gear than
ham boatanchor addic -er- afficianados? 


Maybe ARPA would go for a small scale academic study with some
novel ideas about how to convert military gear into amateur radio
products.  I'm not sure how the FCC would react to frequency agile
emissions, but it could be interesting.

Any ideas?

Tom Clarke
KE4VFH
Institute for Simulation and Training, University of Central FL
3280 Progress Drive, Orlando, FL 32826-0544
(407)658-5030, FAX: (407)658-5059, clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 11:46:13 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 07:56:39 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161357.AA13296@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith )
Subject: Boatanchor Boxes..


Since my supply of good carboard boxes seems to be drying up, I am
thinking about building some shippping crates for a couple of
boatanchors that I need to ship out.. I know that plywood (or any
other wood ) ain't cheap. But when compared to the price of
"professional" packing, the plywood crate reinforced with wood strips
along the edges starts to look attractive. I have the tools and a
little bit of space left to store the raw materials.

OK, to the question:  I think that a crate with interior dimensions
about 2 inches larger than the item should be sufficient to provide
space for packing material around each surface. And, it would seem
that 1/4 inch plywood would serve for most items, if properly
reinforced at the edges and diagonally, when the size dictates. For
heavier items, the floor of the box could be 1/2 inch plywood.

I would put the panels together with drywall screws and nails..
Don't know that banding would be required..

Anyway, I would appreciate any advice or construction tips that more
experience carpenter types might have...

73,

Larry Keith, KQ4BY  (lakeith@robins.af.mil)
Warner Robins, Georgia
How many more days 'til Dayton?

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 20:16:08 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 17:35:17 -0600
Message-Id: <9502162335.AA13711@unlinfo.unl.edu>
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (daniel wright)
Subject: bugs



Howdy!

I have been sending cw my entire ham career with a straight key 
(nuttin' wrong with that..). I would like to try a bug. What would be 
a good "starter"? Any 'ol bug-be-fine?? My speed is around 10-15 wpm
(I said "around"(8-/..) right now. Can a bug go that slow? I would 
like to increase my speed and improve my technique so as to be able to
carry on a 25-30 wpm QSO. Any hints/ideas??


Thanks! es 73 de dan -- WA0JRD ..

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 13:37:39 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 10:24:59 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161630.AA16839@sumter.awod.com>
From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason)
Subject: Re: Collins net

Nick recently asked about the Collins net.  

It meets at 2000Z on 14.263.  Good place for both technical and
swap, but seems to be more "swap" than technical.  Propogation
differences make for a less than "roundtable" conditions, but is
a good place to find parts, etc.  Net controls relay your listings.
73, Steve, WB4IJN     

Internet:  wb4ijn@awod.com
Packet:    WB4IJN@N4CII


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 01:44:33 1995
Date: Wed, 15 Feb 1995 23:05:17 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502152219.C17635-0100000@thelair.zynet.com>
From: johnb@thelair.zynet.com
Subject: Crystal rubbering


Rubbing the crystal LIGHTLY with the end of a piece of solder will
do the same thing, and is slighty more stable than the pencil
approach...
/john



 John M. Brewer	  wb5oau		 
 johnb@thelair.zynet.com                  
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Wed, 8 Feb 1995 18:37:04 -0600
>From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
To: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: re: Kevin's license upgrade



On Wed, 8 Feb 1995, Jim Lockwood wrote:

> You wrote: 
> 
> >
> >I used to lower the frequency on the old FT-243's for the MARS nets by 
> >putting pencil marks on them.  
> >
> 
> How'd you do that?  The one time I tried bringing a 7293 crystal down to 
> 7290 by adding a pencil mark, it ended up going all the way down to DC.

Hello Jim,

I really have to blow the cobwebs off, but I recall making a few small 
marks on the center of the quartz wafer.  It was a trial and error for 
sure.  I remember clamping the holder rether than putting the screws back 
in.  

73, 

Tony
K4KYO


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 03:01:19 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 00:25:26 -0600
Message-Id: <9502160623.AA20884@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: Re:  Crystal rubbering

The 7600 kc xtals that someone is giving away - is it possible to
bring them down to around 7100? Geez, that's 500 kc - it'll take
quite a bit of pencil lead or solder to do that. Probably be
as unstable as the VFO's I build...

Jeff NH6IL

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 18:45:54 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 15:47:45 -0600
Message-Id: <950216142542_23437710@aol.com>
From: WaltN@aol.com
Subject: Re: DSPs with a boat anchor ?

On Tue, 14 Feb 1995 edd@vfl.paramax.com wrote:

> 
> 
> 
>   Has anyone used an audio DSP to improve the selectivity of
>   a boat anchor?  What were the results?
> 
>   Ed Doc
>   K3LPE
>
I use an NIR-10 with the SWL EPROMS, and second  Frank, K0JPJ's recent
comments regarding the usefulness of these wonderous devices with BAs. 

Interestingly, I have just been turned onto the McKay-Dymek FC-11 "Fog
Cutter," a passive filter, that works additional wonders when used *after*
the DSP. It removes most, if not all, of the "tinkling" artifacts of the DSP,
and makes the listening even better...highly recommended (if a bit pricey at
$95).

73 de Walt

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 19:55:50 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 16:55:59 -0600
Message-Id: <199502162256.OAA04700@netcom14.netcom.com>
From: dgf@netcom.com (David Feldman)
Subject: Re: DSPs with a boat anchor ?

>>   Has anyone used an audio DSP to improve the selectivity of
>>   a boat anchor?  What were the results?
>> 
>>   Ed Doc
>>   K3LPE
>>

I use a RADIO SHACK DSP unit with a Yaesu FR101 (yes I know the
Yaesu is a poor excuse for a boat anchor but the idea is there).
I use it when listening to HF SSB nets of various types.

Good news:

  1. Carrier-killer is excellent thing to have.

  2. No weird electrical interface issues. Plugged right in.

  3. Other than post-DSP AGC effect (below), it really does
  have the "feel" of a sharp crystal filter (like my R4C with
  the 1.2 kHz filter).

Bad(?) news:

  4. The RS has no post-DSP AGC, so audio output drops during
     carrier-killing or other strong out-of-audioband signals.

  5. Doesn't improve on impulse noise susceptibility.

  6. Power AC hum from the Yaesu appears to the DSP as an in-band
  audio tone, but is too raspy to be killed by the carrier killer.
  Therefore, some selectivity modes of the DSP pass the audio hum,
  while others inhibit it.

  7. Crystal filter blow-by (the high pitched stuff you hear with
  a strong nearby signal) gets through the DSP (I thought it would
  be cut off by the anti-aliasing filter of the DSP).

  8. Total audio power (with decent distortion characteristic) from
  the DSP is significantly lower than from the radio itself; I think
  there may be some impedance mismatch issues between the DSP output
  (8 ohm?) and the speaker (3.2 or 4 ohm?).

  9. The peak (audio) response frequency of the built-in CW crystal
  filter (narrow) isn't very compatible with the narrow "CW" modes of
  the DSP. This is something to watch with cheaper DSPs unless your
  RX has passband tuning (ala Drake).

Overall, I think it's a good combination.

73 Dave WB0GAZ dgf@netcom.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 08:36:55 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 05:49:25 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161148.DAA28695@ix2.ix.netcom.com>
From: jlockwd@ix.netcom.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: DX-100 audio driver transformer.

You wrote: 

>
>Hello,
>
>I'm posting this for a friend, AI7Z. He needs a driver
>transformer for the modulator in his DX-100. If anyone
>can help  him out please let me know and I'll pass the
>info on.

Antique Electronic Supply has a small selection of audio transformers.  
I've heard of a Valiant owner using one of the ones they stock as a 
replacement for the audio driver and I believe the Valiant and DX-100 
transformers are pretty similar.  FWIW....

Jim - km6nk


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 19:36:04 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 17:08:10 -0600
Message-Id: <199502162307.QAA03087@atd.atd.ucar.EDU>
From: owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens)
Subject: DX-100 driver transformer

Thanks to all for the replies on the DX-100 transformer.
It looks like Antique Electronic Supply is a good bet for
the transformer.

Thanks again!
Chip, NW0O

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 13:17:49 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 10:15:24 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161620.AA16547@sumter.awod.com>
From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason)
Subject: Re: Electrolytics

Bill Graham recently posted regarding power supply hum in an HW16 
and inquired about the electrolytics.

Personally, I ALWAYS change the electrolytics in ALL new old gear 
I get, regardless of whether they appear to have been changed or not.
Current specifications of new electrolytics show a useful life of only 2000 
operating hours or so.  Unbelievable, isn't it?  I used to think
they lasted forever, but they don't.

Just to be sure, I checked the Newark catalog, and they show 
"long life" electrolytics ratings for a Sprague 678D aluminum
electrolytic to be 3000 hours at +105 C.  That rating is probably
intended to be in regard to rated capacity, leakage, etc., but 
nevertheless indicates to me that they are almost in the category
of "disposables."  Perhaps that's why some of the older gear had
plug-in electrolytics.

I'd be interested to hear the comments of some of the EE's on board.
Although a graduate of Ga. Tech, my major was IE.  Then on to MBA
and CPA.  I guess my old boatanchors satisfy my "technical" needs!
73, Steve, WB4IJN     

Internet:  wb4ijn@awod.com
Packet:    WB4IJN@N4CII


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 05:10:35 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 02:59:28 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502160911.A10830-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: HRO-500 preselector WANTED


I am looking for an add-on unit for HRO-500 which contains preamplifier/
loadspeaker, for a friend in Norway.

Can anybody help ?

73 Rag  OZ8RO  also LA5HE


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 23:13:19 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 20:10:18 -0600
Message-Id: <9502170210.AA02670@kali>
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com>
Subject: Re:  HRO-60 for sale (From FidoNet) CORRECTION

Make that Dan_Mcintosh@f330.n225.z1.fidonet.org

-- I misspelled his last name.

--Andy

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:47:08 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 09:36:11 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161524.KAA15241@latte.eng.umd.edu>
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu>
Subject: Hum

Bill wrote:
>From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil
>Subject: PS HUm Advice wanted
>I have a heathkit BA HW16 that has what I consider to be excessive PS Hum...
>NOT in the headphones.. I mean in the air, as you look at the radio..
>Bill

I think I had the same trouble in a RCA AR77. The power transformer would
make a 60 cycle hum sound. I traced it down to a mechanical problem, the
componant parts of the transformer were vibrating. I think your problem
may be a mechanical one.

However if you are worried about the tranformer, you might do the following:

1) measure the input power. Use a 1 ohm resistor in series with the
   primary leads. Use a ac volt meter to determine the input current (across
   the 1 ohm resistor) and input voltage. This will give you the input power.

2) Determine the output power. You might have to use indirect means to do
   this. If you have reasonable efficiency, the transformer is probably OK.

If the efficiency is low, say less than about 90%, you may have shorted
turns in the transformer. 

In any case, I suggest you put fuses in both input lines. 

   Philip McCoy W3SAK  dgnova@eng.umd.edu

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 15:09:03 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 12:12:04 -0600
Message-Id: <n1419185744.20142@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu>
From: "rohre" <rohre@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu>
Subject: Matching paints on old radios

Hello Chris, KA8WFC and the group,
I saw your post about the Collins color.  It may get hard to get the exact
colors of old paint used in our radios.   What may help out, is to go to local
industrial paint and coatings companies, and see if they have the computer
color matching equipment for some paint brand they carry.   Retail paint
stores for home paints have this now, and it is better than having someone mix
by their eyes perception of the color you want to match, when you can't get
the exact brand or industrial color of the old paint.

I do think our local paint store person is quite skilled at the manual
matching of colors.   I notice he takes the white base paint, adds an amount
of the color he is trying to match, and paints it on a sample of the material
the paint will go on.  He uses a hair dryer to hasten  the sample drying to
compare it to your old paint, and gets quite close in a relatively short time.

Another field that worries about getting authentic colors is the model
airplane hobby; although their paint containers are small, they have colors in
the industrial paint colors from the time of our boatanchors.  They also have
the small airbrushing kits that could be used to get a smooth refinish on BA's
when using the bulk color matched paint from the regular paint store.

Lastly, one could find a really good automotive body shop, one that has owners
who do custom cars, and not just standard auto painting, and have them do a
professional repainting job.  But I would give them a metal box to practice on
first before committing a true BA!   If the old paint is not chipped off, or
rusted, I have done wonders with cleaning the old paint with various household
liquid cleaners of the spray on, wipe off type, then coating the radio finish,
if smooth with high grade wax.  Not sure if that would work on the wrinkle
finishes, and have not tried to wax them.
73, Stuart K5KVH

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 19:43:55 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 16:40:41 -0600
Message-Id: <50149@w5ddl.aara.org>
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: More Collins Net

The Collins group meets on 3805 kcs LSB on Tuesday nights after dark 
in addition to the Sunday gig.

Tuesday is a better net for technical questions as it is much less
crowded, informal, and (mostly) absent of the burps on 20M.

Most of the offerings on both nets are for S line stuff, very few
big BA's.  One guy mentioned he had seventy (70) pieces of S line
stuff.  

That is a lot of boxes to operate ;-)

73 de tom n5off

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 23:52:42 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 20:04:04 -0600
Message-Id: <199502170204.SAA09250@ix3.ix.netcom.com>
From: jlockwd@ix.netcom.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Plastic Cleaner Stuff


>
>
>Hello.....
>
>There was this stuff I saw once. A guy brought it to work and 
>proceeded to use it to take small scuffs and scratches off of the 
>various plastic meter faces on the equipment in the building. It even 
>made my 
>Anybody know what it is or where to get some??
>

Any slightly abrasive polish should do well removing scratches from 
plastic.  Heck, Crest toothpaste even does a good job.  

73,

Jim - km6nk


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri Feb 17 00:00:29 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 18:54:05 -0600
Message-Id: <9502170055.AA22321@unlinfo.unl.edu>
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (daniel wright)
Subject: Plastic Cleaner Stuff



Hello.....

There was this stuff I saw once. A guy brought it to work and 
proceeded to use it to take small scuffs and scratches off of the 
various plastic meter faces on the equipment in the building. It even made my 
watch face,which gets lots of abuse,shine and appear scratch free.
It was a creamy kind of stuff (liquid) .....dunno if it was pink or white.
I think it came in a small bottle.
Anybody know what it is or where to get some??


Thanks de dan -- WA0JRD ..

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 11:15:19 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 07:17:19 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161316.HAA18169@uro.theporch.com>
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil
Subject: PS HUm Advice wanted

I have a heathkit BA HW16 that has what I consider to be excessive PS Hum...
NOT in the headphones.. I mean in the air, as you look at the radio..
I can't find anything obvious wrong with it.  The voltages seem to be within
spec, xmit cw tone seems stable and free of obvious defects (except for
those from my left foot!). The received audio is clean.

The PS uses a voltage doubler for the HV with the standard 1/2 wave
rectifier setup. All of the caps seem good, although I'm
suspicious of the 4 section cap on GPs.  The caps in the Voltage
Doubler have been replaced with tubulars vice cans. The Xformer 
doesn't seem to be running hot but I suspect it is the culprit.

The hum changes when I touch the 4 section can and also, it dampens
somewhat if I put presure on the top cover, which I suspect 
is just changing the secondary vibrations.  I plan to put new feet on
the cabinet, tighten up the cover mounting and everything else I can find.

Any thoughts from those of you with the extensive experience?

73

Bill

PS  yes Bobbi... but it works fine.. the hum is just anoying, at least at
the moment.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:13:42 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 08:38:50 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161439.AA03907@internet1.lotus.com>
From: Alan Richer <Alan_Richer.LOTUS@crd.lotus.com>
Subject: Re: PS HUm Advice wanted

>I have a heathkit BA HW16 that has what I consider to be excessive PS Hum...
>NOT in the headphones.. I mean in the air, as you look at the radio..
>I can't find anything obvious wrong with it.  The voltages seem to be within
>spec, xmit cw tone seems stable and free of obvious defects (except for
>those from my left foot!). The received audio is clean.


>Any thoughts from those of you with the extensive experience?

>73

>Bill

A thought here...

What you may be running into is loose transformer laminations. I've seen this 
happen more than once,
on older transformers with bolt-together shells and E-type laminations. 

Here's what you need to do:

First of all, if there are covers on the transformer, then remove them and 
check the xfmr for loose
laminations. Specifically, check for loose wooden wedges between the winding 
core and the iron
laminations, and tighten them in place if necessary. If the core seems OK, then 
replace the xfmr shell and \
tighten the cover bolts firmly.

Also try running the rig with a piece of wood between the xfmr and the chassis 
(unmount it and lift it up).
If that kills the hum, then fiddle with the transformer mounting (rubber 
grommets in the mounting holes,
or some such).

      73, ajr/N1TWY

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:53:29 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 09:57:19 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502160728.A19832-0100000@netcom17>
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: PS HUm Advice wanted

Bill,
Try looking at the bypass caps in the transmitter audio circuit.  This is 
a problem that I ran into in a Drake TR-4 and that was the solution.  
Also, there are ps caps where the can is supposed to be grounded and some 
that are supposed to be high.  Check and see if the grounded caps are 
tight, and if there is a crack in the phenolic spacers in the high ones.

73

Paul WA6OKQ

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 15:52:34 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 12:58:58 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502161311.B29592-0100000@indy1>
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net>
Subject: Re: PS HUm Advice wanted



On Thu, 16 Feb 1995 bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil wrote:

> I have a heathkit BA HW16 that has what I consider to be excessive PS Hum...
> NOT in the headphones.. I mean in the air, as you look at the radio..
   [...]
> The hum changes when I touch the 4 section can and also, it dampens
> somewhat if I put presure on the top cover, which I suspect 
> is just changing the secondary vibrations.  I plan to put new feet on
> the cabinet, tighten up the cover mounting and everything else I can find.

   You might want to make sure the transformer's bolted down solidly, too--
Heaven knows how much shaking the USPS & APO gave the rig!  I'd be 
suspicious of the ground & mounting security on the 4-section can, too.  
I probably should've replaced it before boxing the thing up.
 
 
> PS  yes Bobbi... but it works fine.. the hum is just anoying, at least at
> the moment.

   ...This is why I couldn't buy & sell BAs as a side business--I'd fret 
over them too much.  :)  I don't remember excessive hum from the rig, but 
most of the time it was on, I had a pair of Trimm Professionals with soft 
earcups on--you could have driven cattle through the room and it would 
have gone unheard....!  Too many years hamming from apartments, y'know?

   (Just so the purists don't get me over the axials-on-a-plex-plate: it 
was done 15 years ago and I couldn't find the proper canned caps!)

   73,
   --Bobbi 

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 18:33:11 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 15:36:50 -0600
Message-Id: <950216142533_23437600@aol.com>
From: WaltN@aol.com
Subject: Re: RACAL

Dick,

>>And by the way, are there any other RACAL enthusiasts out there?<<

Yes! I just acquired an RA-17 from cc, and am thrilled with its performance.
I was turned on initially by the Proceedings article; a vist to Mark
Glusker's house one day cinched it...I had to have one. It's now in the
primary listening position, having displaced my HQ-180 and SP-600-JX-17 as
most-often-used receiver. The audio isn't as good as either of these fine
BAs, but the sensitivity, selectivity and, most of all, repeatability of
tuning make it a real joy to use.

If you find an extra SSB adapter, please let me know<g>.

73 de Walt

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 16:54:54 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 13:53:32 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161955.AA15319@wrdis01.robins.af.mil>
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith )
Subject: Re: RE: 600 Ohm Audio


The military speakers in the ugly green boxes (Model??) have a nice
little 600 to 8 ohm xfmr in them.. And, you get the speaker for
free...8-)

73,
Larry Keith, KQ4BY  (lakeith@robins.af.mil)
Warner Robins, Georgia
How many more days 'til Dayton?

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 13:06:54 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 10:00:21 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161600.AA14335@mailstorm.dot.gov>
From: Thomas Bryan <tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov>
Subject: Russian R-350-M

Hello All,

I am looking for information on a Russian R-350-M HF manpack transceiver.
It looks like it covers about 1.8 to 12 MHz.  Partially solid state but mostly 
solder in tubes.  I can't find any reference to this set in any book I have.  
Has anybody ever heard of this set?

Tom Bryan
tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 20:13:04 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 17:30:52 -0600
Message-Id: <9502162330.AA12708@unlinfo.unl.edu>
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (daniel wright)
Subject: S40B Knobs



Greetings!
I'm gonna try this again 'cause the last time I posted this request,
was B.N.(Before New site)...
I have a Hallicrafters S-40B that is in fairly nice shape,but has all 
un-original knobs. Anyone have an S40 junker or parts set or know
where I might lay my hands upon a set of knobs? Thanks!!!!
73 de Dan -- WA0JRD ..


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:29:52 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 09:40:48 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161539.JAA26847@uro.theporch.com>
From: "Ronald D. Rossi" <rrossi@vnet.ibm.com>
Subject: Splendid Jr.

Hi,

I am a first time poster to this reflector.  I am an amateur extra,
N1PBT.  A buddy of mine, Todd KA1KAQ, is an avid AMer, boatanchor
collector and trader (He jealously hoards Collin's gear however).
Todd has a small wooden boxed broadcast receiver that he can't find
anything out about.  It is a "Splendid Jr." made by the W.F. Main
Radiophone Co. of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  Is there anyone out there
that knows something about this radio? Todd's sources are stumped!

73 de N1PBT...Ron  (rrossi@vnet.ibm.com)

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 03:15:58 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 00:23:00 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950215221750.26521A-100000@ohm.elee.calpoly.edu>
From: Cal Eustaquio <ceustaqu@ohm.elee.calpoly.edu>
Subject: Re: St. James Wrinkle...

Chris:
I have already accomplished what you're trying to do! I did a refinish of 
a badly chipped 75-A2. I had the cabinet completely stripped down and 
powdercoated a grey wrinkle finish. I proceeded to paint over (with an 
airbrush) the St. James Grey paint that I acquired at a Pittsburgh paint 
store (the formula for this paint could be found in ER#22, for a qtr 
gallon). The results were excellent. The powdercoating provides the most 
uniform krinkle finishing and the airbrushing of the St. James Grey 
doesn't cover the krinkle. The results are comparable to the factory 
finish. Although not as pronounced, the krinkle finished is excellent all 
the way around. I now have a "keeper" 'A2 as a result. Good luck. N6KYR

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 12:22:42 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 08:43:41 -0600
Message-Id: <199502161442.JAA14304@altair.cs.unc.edu>
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: Re: St. James Wrinkle...


Recent issue of the Collins Collector mag has the following ads - one of 'em may be
able to help:

Services-
S-Line/KWM-2 cabinet & trim ring painting. Over spraying of St James gray painted
equipment. Butch Schartau K0BS 507/288-0044 (MN)

Paint-
S-line cabinet and trim ring paint. from original Collins supplier.May also
sell St James Gray and KWM-380 if demand warrants. Write Bill Wheeler K0DEW
272 Donna Lee, Lebanon MO 65536

also check with Dave W3BJZ 814-487-7468 (PA)

and of course the Collins net - somebody help me on this - maybe
Sunday afternoons 1700Z on 14.265 Mc ?????

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 04:12:03 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 01:31:03 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rez9L-0007PeC@beacons.cts.com>
From: Kevin Sanders <kevin@beacons.cts.com>
Subject: Re: W7FG Manuals

[Bruce] ...I recommend the services of W7FG Vintage manuals.  I'm impressed!

I may have missed it, did anyone post the 800 number or address of W7FG VM?
I need a manual for my HQ120X (uh, actually I could go on a manual binge
considering how many I'm missing, and the fact that I'm getting a bonus
check next month ;-)

73,
                                  _______________
                                 | 0  ___ ___ .. |
    Kevin Sanders, KN6FQ (SDG)   | o, \_/ \_/ .o |      Try Boatanchors
    kevin@beacons.cts.com        | o,, @ o @ ,,o |      For A Real Lift
                                 |_______________|

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 14:02:51 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 10:50:52 -0600
Message-Id: <9502161625.AA14473@csrvcs1.triad.com>
From: bwb%csrvcs1.triad.com%triada.triad.com@triada.triad.com (Bruce Bacon)
Subject: Re: W7FG Manuals

In a previous message, Kevin Sanders said:
| 
| [Bruce] ...I recommend the services of W7FG Vintage manuals.  I'm impressed!
| 
| I may have missed it, did anyone post the 800 number or address of W7FG VM?
| I need a manual for my HQ120X (uh, actually I could go on a manual binge
| considering how many I'm missing, and the fact that I'm getting a bonus
| check next month ;-)

The 800 number for W7FG manuals is, unforgettable: 1800-807-6146.  Some
times you just gotta let 'er ring.  In addition to the two manuals
(HQ180, HQ180A) they sent a list of all manuals currently in stock. A
*large* collection of manuals is currently in stock... btw, For those
who have an HQ180, I would suggest both the 180 and the 180A manual.
The 180A is far more complete, but the 180 manual has some stuff the
180A doesn't. 

And yes, W7FG will take your Visa/MC # over the phone.  (Almost makes it *too*
easy to spend large amounts of plastic money!)
-- 
-Bruce Bacon KE6GLS (bwb@triad.com) Livermore, CA 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 15:52:33 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 13:02:11 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950216110112.27857A-100000@ohm.elee.calpoly.edu>
From: Cal Eustaquio <ceustaqu@ohm.elee.calpoly.edu>
Subject: Re: W7FG Manuals

1-800-807-6146. This number should "final" -ize your question. 73's. Cal.

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 21:20:58 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 17:38:36 -0600
Message-Id: <9502162338.AA02600@kali>
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com>
Subject: wallace.bio (a few pages!)


        I've enjoyed reading the other bios on the boatanchor list,
and I thought I'd add my own to the pile. Any comments and anecdotes
would be quite welcome. I'm sure my experiences mirror some of your
own.
 
        In the beginning, the Earth cooled, and then the dinosaurs
came... No, I don't want to go back that far...how about 1975? I was
eleven, and had just built a radio out of my Radio Shack 100-in-1 kit
that I had gotten years before. This time, however, I pulled the ferrite
bar out of the loopstick and got ... someone practicing the piano, over
and over ...? It turned out to be the Interval Signal of Radio Nederland
in Holland! I ran to my dad, a longtime ham, and told him I heard
Holland on the AM band. He explained that it was really shortwave, not
AM.
 
        I had never heard of shortwave...just "ham radio." I never knew
broadcasters existed, because nobody in my house had a general-coverage
receiver operating. My brother was into 6m DX, and my dad was all HF. As
a small child, I remember watching with fascination at the three lights
on his Johnson Invader 2000 blink on and off with his transmissions.
 
        Thus began my slippery slope downwards!
 
        Dad lent me his father's table radio, an Air Castle two-band set
from 1939 or so. I used to love watching the green "magic eye" tube open
and close to the peaks and valleys of the BBC. The BBC was one of the
first stations I had found, of course. The set tuned AM and SW up to
about 8 MHz, with outdated city markings on the dial. It even showed the
old Police band of 1.7 or so MHz. I mean Mc/s! I discovered some AM hams
on 75 and found them interesting listening.
 
        A few months later, a ham friend of the family lent me his
National NC-98 receiver. What a difference. I fell in love with that
yellow and red National S-meter right away, and patiently tuned across
the whole dial.
 
        Some months after having enjoyed the NC-98, and checking all the
ham books out of the local library, my father bought an estate
collection of radios which included a National HRO-50T1. To a thirteen
year old SWL, that was the most exotic looking radio imaginable. Plug in
coils! A funny narrow dial! And the beloved S-meter! We spent the
afternoon cleaning 25 years of nicotine from the cabinet, and I set the
thing up right on the kitchen table. I remember the TV show "Fish" was
on the TV at the time I was listening around on a handy piece of wire.
After my brother saw how much I wanted the thing, _he_ bought it from my
dad and gave it to me. I have a great brother.
 
        I became a SW DXer. To the hams of you, that involves looking
for low-powered (5 kW!) SW broadcast stations here and there. My
favorite hangout was 60 meters (4.7-5.1 Mc/s) and I used to listen to
various African stations in the afternoons. Chad on 4904.5 was a regular
at 100 kW and is still there today. The National audio sounded great.
 
        My brother came through again and made me a frequency counter -
signal generator combination for the HRO so I was finally able to see
where I was on the dial. (I never made tuning charts.) But I was still
rather frustrated... For my graduation from High School, my parents
split the cost of a Collins R-388 with me. I knew my dad's 75A-4 meant
quality, and the 388 looked so similar. When we checked it out at the
seller's house, my dad tried it on 20m and declared it "cold as a fish."
I think it was just propagation, because I heard plenty of DX on it.
Having readout to the kHz was a dream, let me tell you!
 
        [For brevity I'll delete the ensuing ten years of casual SW DX
and QSLing.]
 
        I belong to a SW DXing club called Fine Tuning. For the past
several years, they have published excellent books called PROCEEDINGS,
containing super antenna, propagation, station, and receiver articles. I
ordered the '89-92 editions in 1992, and the article about the Drake
R-4B and R-4C caught my attention in the '89 one. (There is also a 51J-4
article there.)
 
        I was intrigued by the little gray and black boxes that did so
much for their time.
 
        The 1992 ARRL Convention was held in Boxborough, Massachusetts,
and I went, primarily to enjoy the flea market. I had my heart set on an
R-4B, and brought $200 or so just in case... Well! One of the first
tables I saw had a fellow just setting up with a whole ROW of Drakes!
Unfortunately for me, he had paired his SPR-4, SW-4A, and R-4B with
transmitters, and wouldn't separate them. Sigh! But later in the day I
found a reasonably clean R-4A at $150 and took it home with me.
 
        After peaking up the R-4A, I was duly impressed with Drake
engineering. Four filters, passband tuning, notch, and readout to the
kHz, all in a hold-by-one-arm package! One of the first things I heard
was DLR-106, an Irish pirate station on 6226 kHz. Low powered and rather
rare, the R-4A made easy work of it, in the AM mode and with the
passband tuning tweaked just right.
 
        If only I started with an R-4 series rig! No more frequency
charts or using the HRO's "OSC" knob to fine-tune! <grin>
 
        Since then, my "collection" has expanded to five Drake
receivers, an antenna tuner, and two transmitters. I can't resist
"bargains" so two of the receivers and the 4-line transmitter need
adjustment and/or testing! <grin> The first time I saw the red-switched
2-B, I thought it looked rather like a toy receiver. I brought one home
in 1993 and have been impressed with that line, too. The odd styling has
really grown on me, and the 2-B/2-BQ sat by the bedside as my main "ham
net" receiver. I picked up a 2-NT transmitter from Don Merz here on the
BA-list, and this week received a 2-C to match. Now to find the matching
speaker.
 
        I do have some other things awaiting "attention." I bought an
Invader 200 from W7FG (Gary Gompf) over a year ago and haven't even
started working on it. I have a couple of Challengers and DX-60s in the
closet, but am thinking about buying a friend's Viking II to get on
"real AM" eventually instead. Since nobody but the 3885 crowd seems to
build anything anymore, I have been able to find inexpensive test
equipment at the ham fleas. Sometimes, though, I'd rather tune around
with something that works rather than tackling the (ashamedly large)
pile that needs work.
 
        So there it is. I hope you've all enjoyed this ramble. My bottom
line is that I love the hardware! I haven't gone for any SW broadcast
QSLs in months, partly because there's less stress in just enjoying the
gear for its own sake. Perhaps it was those long hours in front of the
HRO, but there is something unexplainably attractive to me about metal
chassis and the smell of hot tubes.
 
--Andy Wallace
wallace@mc.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 13:14:37 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 09:49:51 -0600
Message-Id: <950216151715_72227.1640_EHM98-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: WANTED: I-104-A

Who had the I-104-A  test set?
I'm interested in swapping/buying
one.  Thanks, Dave Stinson AB5S/7
72227.1640@compuserve.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu Feb 16 13:19:24 1995
Date: Thu, 16 Feb 1995 10:17:01 -0600
Message-Id: <9501167929.AA792958480@rdcclink.rd.qms.com>
From: fmitchell@rdcclink.rd.qms.com
Subject: Re: Who's going to Dayton?


     

Vibroplex will be at Dayton for the first time in several years!
I don't know what booth yet, but be sure and look for us...

mitch
wa4osr

 
     * The *FIRST HAM OWNER* owner of The Vibroplex Co., Inc.!*
    -----------------------------------------------------------
     Felton "Mitch" Mitchell, WA4OSR
     E-mail: fmitch@ns1.maf.mobile.al.us first choice
             or fmitch@netcom.com second choice
     Smail:  11 Midtown Park, E., Mobile, AL 36606-4141
     334-478-8873 work, 334-342-7259 home 334-476-0465 FAX
     Packet:  WA4OSR@W4IAX.#MOBAL.AL.USA.NA
     -----------------------------------------------------------
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Subject: Who's going to Dayton?
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>From: PDouglas12@aol.com
Received: by mail04.mail.aol.com
    (1.37.109.11/16.2) id AA214830966; Tue, 14 Feb 1995 17:29:26 -0500
Date: Tue, 14 Feb 1995 17:29:26 -0500 
Message-Id: <950214171009_21492933@aol.com> 
To: qrp-l@netcom.com
Subject: Who's going to Dayton?
Sender: owner-qrp-l@netcom.com
Precedence: list
     
Well, I don't know what came over me, but I just committed to go to Dayton 
(not driving after all).  Last time was '89, and I am psyched.  Any others 
from the list going?  I will be at the Marriot, but will get to the QRP 
activities, if I ever find out where they are!  Does anyone on the list have 
the QRP activity data (dinners, hospitality suite etc. -- where are they?)
 Sorry to fill the non Dayton-going screens with this, but, respectfully, eat
your hearts out!  72 and 73   Preston WJ2V
     

